THE   CROSS    OF    PEACE
That young man Alphonse Charuer was still devoted to
Armand and Armand had a brotherly and comradely love
for him He had developed a fine grave character very
thoughtful, with more than a touch of nobility, recognized
by his fellow students at Aix en-Provence, or at least by a
group of them who acknowledged him as their leader
They had organized a strong branch of the Ligue Internatton
ale des Jeunes Centre la Guerre and were in correspondence with
students in German universities Alphonse Chartier was
president of this branch His gift of oratory was unusual
In Armand s mind he was destined for a political career
which would make him famous in France More than ever
this young brother in law reminded him of the young Barbar-
oux beautiful in youthful manhood with enthusiasm for
liberty, with a quick eloquence which came welling from a
generous heart that most romantic of the Girondins, of
whom Madame Roland wrote that 'painters would not disdain
to copy his features for a head of Antmous active, frank*
and brave, with the vivacity of a young Marseillais" Truly,
she said, there was a flash of sunshine when he appeared
upon the scene, the sunshine of youth and strength and fresh
enthusiasm
He and Armand were excited by Heriot s scheme for
the rescue of European civilization and the preservation of
peace, following the German withdrawal from the Disanna
ment Conference at Geneva until her claim to equality of
status had been recognized Armand had left Yvonne for
two rughts in order to hear the debate in the French Chamber
on October agth of 1932 It was an historic debate revealing
the anxieties, the emotions, the intellectual traditions of a
great nation, conscious of being face to face with gnm realities
and the necessity for making decisions upon which the Uvefr
of its young men and its future destiny would utterly depend
Armand had sat there in the public gallery, profoundly stirred
by this scene in which so many of his own ideas and hopes
and fears were being discussed

